1936 Battle of Gettysburg, PA, Half Dollar 


50,028 pieces coined at the Philadelphia Mint with 28 pieces reserved for annual assay and 23,100 melted. Designed by 
Frank Vittor of Pittsburgh, PA. Sold for $1.65 each. Image courtesy of MJ on the NGC Coin Forum. 


Authorized by Congress on June 16, 1936 and commemorates the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Battle 
of Gettysburg. 


Design: 
Obverse: Conjoined busts of a Confederate and Union soldier, in military uniform facing right; across 
top in two lines E PLURIBUS UNUM; around inside border at top, LIBERTY; around outside top border, * 
UNITED * STATES * OF * AMERICA *; around lower border, BLUE * AND * GREY * REUNION. 


Reverse: The shield of the Union Army and the shield of the Confederate Army divided by a double- 
bladed fasces; below and at sides of shields an oak and olive branch; above shields, 1936 HALF + 
DOLLAR; around upper border, * 1863 * 75th ANNIVERSARY * 1938 *; around lower border, *BATTLE * OF 
¢ GETTYSBURG *. 


“Members of the state and the federal commissions for the observance of the 75th anniversary of the 
battle of Gettysburg and the last reunion of the Blue and Gray in 1938 gathered at noon today at the Hotel 
Gettysburg for their first joint session. 

State Senator John S. Rice, chairman of the Pennsylvania state commission, acted as chairman of the 
session. All members of the state group were in attendance and three of the four members of the federal 
commission. The only absentee was Governor Hugh L. White of Mississippi, who telegraphed here Friday 
that threatening high waters in the Mississippi delta make it impossible for him to be in Gettysburg today. 

Those who attended the joint session today were: Senator Rice, Dr. Henry W. A. Hanson, president of 
Gettysburg College; Adjutant General Frederick B. Kerr; Colonel Victor C. Mather, Haverford; Judge 
William S. McLean, Wilkes-Barre; Gerald P. O’Neill, Pittsburg; former Attorney General William A. 
Schnader, Philadelphia, and General Edward C. Shannon, commander of the Pennsylvania national 
guard, all of the state commission. 

Also United States Senator Joseph F. Guffey, Congressman Harry L. Haines and Congressman Marvin 
Jones, of Texas, all of the federal commission and Paul L. Roy, executive secretary. 

The late secretary of war, George H. Durn, was a member of the federal group but his position has not 
been filled. 


At the session this afternoon the final draft for the commemorative coin design was to be discussed 
and the eternal light peace memorial plans considered. 

Copies of the new book prepared by the state commission on the 1938 anniversary program and 
battlefield scenes and data were distributed to those present. Copies of the new book are to be sent to 
every member of the legislature of the 48 states this month. 

Other matters of considerable importance were to be brought before the members of the two 
commissions this afternoon. 

Business engagements require members of the group to leave Gettysburg following the meeting and it 


was for that reason that plans for a public testimonial dinner was rescheduled for a later date.”? 


Courtesy Adams County (PA) Historical Society. 
: Rice (Gettysburg Commission, PA State 
Chairman) had dispatched newspaperman Paul L. Roy, 
who was appointed the commission’s executive secretary 
at its first meeting, to assuage the fears of the hardened 
veterans (Southern) in September. ‘It was a slow and 
tedious process to weld an amicable association of mutual 
interests in the Reunion,’ Roy reflected. . . 

Continuing his campaign for reunion support, on March 
12, 1936, Rice traveled by automobile from Gettysburg to 
the White House to meet with President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Accompanied by President Hanson 
(Gettysburg College), Victor Mather (Attorney), Generals 
Shannon (Commanding General PA National Guard) and 
Kerr (PA Adjutant General), and Executive Secretary Paul 
L. Roy, Senator Rice explained his proposal for the grand 
reunion and asked for sanctioned, federal cooperation. 
Additionally, Gettysburg’s representative in the United 
States House of Representatives, Harry L. Haines, who 
had arranged the meeting, spoke of his legislation to strike 
fifty-thousand commemorative coins and create a 
commemorative stamp. . . 

State commission meetings, likewise, committed to the 
preservation of valor and nobility, continued throughout 
. 1936. In the Senate Caucus Room at the State Capitol on 
State Chairman John S. Rice on Oak Ridge, 1938. June 30, Rice authorized the call for a joint meeting with 

Courtesy Adams County Historical Society. Roosevelt’s nascent federal commission. A month later, 

meeting at General Shannon’s’ headquarters at 
Indiantown Gap, the state commission reviewed Pittsburgh artist Frank Vittor’s fourteen models for Harry 
Haines’ Gettysburg anniversary half-dollar. A sub-committee, consisting of Rice, Shannon, Kerr, and Roy, 
was appointed to complete the work of settling upon a coin design.?° By the end of summer, after 
consultation with William Ludwig of the State Art Commission, a model depicting one Union soldier and 
one Confederate soldier—side by side and looking symbolically forward under the banner of ‘Liberty’— 


was selected. The reverse side of the coin bore a reproduction of the commission seal.3" 


1 The Gettysburg Times, 2 Commissions Plan ’38 Fete; Federal and State Groups Discuss Commemorative Coin and Light 
Memorial, Saturday Evening, February 6, 1937. 

30. Rice and Mason, eds., Report of the Pennsylvania Commission, 19-21; ‘Special G-Burg Coins Will Sell for $1.65 Each,’ 
Gettysburg Times, 1 July 1936. 

31. *Ibid., 21; prints of coin design in ‘75th Anniversary, Blue and Gray, Coin Design, Program, Gummed Label’ folder, 
John S. Rice Collection, Adams County Historical Society; ‘Coin Designs To Be Studied By Arts Group,’ Gettysburg Times, 
29 July 1936. Coins were sold and distributed from the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary Commission’s Headquarters in the Hotel 
Gettysburg for $1.65 each. 


*Ibid - A source that was cited in the preceding footnote or endnote. Essentially, it means “same as previous source.” 


That summer, in addition to the commemorative coins, the publication of ten-thousand special, forty-eight 
page booklets, featuring photographs and information about the battlefield, was ordered.2 

On January 6, 1937, Rice and the commission returned to the Penns-Harris Hotel for its most important 
meeting to date. The chairman welcomed Governor Earle and Secretary of the Commonwealth David L. 
Lawrence as his guests for this luncheon meeting, in which he reported the commission’s progress and 
suggested the conception of a ‘tent city’ to house the veterans. Although President Hanson had 
graciously offered the buildings of Gettysburg College, responses to the initial questionnaires the 
commission disseminated to veterans suggested a turnout too burdensome for the dormitories. . 38 

The governor also participated in the first joint meeting of the federal and state commissions, held in 
Gettysburg on February 6, 1937. Unanimously, in recognition of his diligence and organization as state 
chairman, Senator Rice was elected chairman of the joint state-federal commission.?””2 


“, . . Harry Rene Lee, adjutant-general of the United Confederate Veterans, has received an invitation 
to sit for the sculptor designing the coin. The invitation came from Paul M. Roy, executive secretary of the 
Pennsylvania commission arranging a reunion of Blue and Gray forces in July, 1938. Mr. Lee said he 
would probably accept. The face of one Confederate and one Union soldier will be reproduced on the 


coin.”3 


This is an aerial view of the 75th Anniversary encampment. It was located on the plain between Gettysburg College and 
Oak Ridge where the 11th Corps fought on July 1, 1863. The Carlisle Road is shown on the left side running into the town 
of Gettysburg. It intersects with West Howard Avenue, which is the road near the bottom of the image running from 
northeast to southwest in this photograph. This photograph was taken by the U.S. Army Signal Corps. This view was taken 
facing southwest in 1938. . Courtesy of the Adams County (PA) Historical Society. 


32. Rice and Mason, eds., Report of the Pennsylvania Commission, 21; ‘Coin Designs to be Studies (sic) By Arts Group,’ 
Gettysburg Times, 29 July 1936. 

33. It was reported at this meeting that 2,242 veterans planned to travel to Gettysburg for the reunion. A total of 10,500 
invitations were addressed after the commission scoured the pension rolls and state archives and engaged the aid to the 
United Daughters of Union Veterans, commanders of the GAR, and commanders of the UCV. See ‘Earle Endorses Blue- 
Gray Fete, Promises Help,’ Gettysburg Times, 7 January 1937, and Yockelson, ‘The Great Reunion,’ 190-191. 

37. "Rice Heads Two Reunion Groups; Coin Approved," Gettysburg Times, 7 February 1937. 

2 Jordan, Brian Matthew (2007) “A Beautiful Dream Realized”: John S. Rice and the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Battle 
of Gettysburg” Adams County History, Vol. 13, Article 3. 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts. 
Minutes of Meeting held in Washington, D.C., March 20, 1937. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Savage, 


Mr. Borie, 
Mr. Shepley, 
Mr. Lamb, 
Mr. Manship. 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Executive Secretary and Administrative Officer. 


Gettysburg Memorial Coin: Under date of March 15th Hon. Nellie Tayloe Ross, Director of the Mint, 
sent the following letter to the Commission: 

| am submitting photographs of a model for the coin authorized by Congress to be issued in 
commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg. The photographs are submitted for 
your consideration as to their artistic merits. The executive Secretary of the Pennsylvania Commission 
has stated the suggestion has been made to the sculptor that he gives a little further study to the letter R 
and that the insignia on the Confederate Soldier’s collar be removed. The models were made by Frank 
Vittor, of Pittsburgh. The photographs were submitted to Mr. Manship for criticism. 

Mr. Manship stated that he was not especially enthusiastic about the appearance of the models as 
shown in the photographs but thought they did look quite competent. 

On the one side there are two portraits, on representing a Union and the other a Confederate soldier; 
they are identical even to the expression of the eyes, excepting that the Confederate soldier has a beard, 
wears the large Confederate hat and has insignia on his collar. The reverse shows the shield of the Union 
and the flag of the Confederate States with the emblem of fasces, around the base of which on the one 
side are oak leaves and on the other laurel. Mr. Manship questioned the use of fasces in this case and 
also was of the opinion that the pine tree was symbolical of the South. 

Mr. Moore felt that the fasces could remain as a symbol of the Union of the states and said that he has 
seen the laurel used to symbolize the south. It was also pointed out that possibly the two faces are alike 
to indicate that they were brothers. As for the criticisms of the Pennsylvania Commission, Mr. Manship 
said he found no fault with the R, though the insignia on the Confederate soldier’s collar be removed. Also 
since there are no stars on the shield of the United States, those in the design should be removed. The 
Commission approved the models subject to the above criticisms, which were embodied in a report sent 
to the Director of the Mint. (Exhibit A). 

EXHIBIT A 
March 24, 1937. 
My dear Mrs. Ross: 


The Commission of Fine Arts received your letter of March 15, inclosing photographs of models for the 
coin authorized by Congress to be issued in commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Battle of 
Gettysburg. The photographs were brought to the particular attention of Mr. Paul Manship, sculptor 
member of the Commission of Fine Arts, for criticism. 

Mr. Manship reported at the meeting of the Commission on March 20th that in general he considered 
the models satisfactory. He called attention to the fact that the faces and expression of the eyes of the 
two soldiers are nearly identical but was aware that the artist may have done this intentionally. The stars 
should be removed from the United States Shield to make it conform to the Great Seal. Such is the 
common usage. 

Mr. Manship thought the letter ‘R’ would not require further change, but that the insignia on the 
Confederate soldier’s collar might be removed. Subject to these suggestions the Commission approve the 
models. 


For the Commission of Fine Arts: 
Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman 


Hon. Nellie Tayloe Ross, 
Director of the Mint, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C. 


Early plaster models by Frank Vittor for Battle of Gettysburg half 
dollar. Taxay p. 224. 


“Considering the unfinished state of Vittor’s models, it is 
surprising that the Commission did not insist upon a further 
refinement, or at least ask to examine the revised work. 
Vittor was less apathetic, and finally reworked both designs, 
improving the obverse in particular. Although the coin 
shows a heightened similarity in the expressions of the two 
soldiers, it is doubtful whether the effect was originally 
intended, the artist having engaged different models to pose 
for each. Perhaps the most unusual feature of the 
Gettysburg half dollar is the exaggerated basining of its 
fields, which gives the coin a Medallic appearance. The 
entire issue was struck at the Philadelphia Mint during June, 


1937."4 


“So widespread is the interest in Gettysburg’s 
commemorative half dollars for the 75th anniversary of the 
Battle of Gettysburg and the Blue and Gray reunion here in 
1938 and so many requests have been received for the 
coins that the Pennsylvania State Commission office is 
literally ‘swamped’ with mail. 

For the first time since the commission headquarters 
were opened the office crew is far behind in its routine work. 
This is accounted for by the hundreds of letters being 
received daily from all sections of the country. 

A tabulation of requests was made last Friday at which 
time more than six thousand coins had been ordered with 
no tabulations of several hundred letters received since that 

: . date and which have not been answered as yet. It has been 
imeoeecle | for the fice: force to maintain its previous schedule of receiving, answering and filing every 
piece of mail daily. 


Honolulu Orders 

Requests have been received from individuals in 44 states and two requests have come from 
Honolulu. 

So eager are many individuals to be assured of receiving the Gettysburg commemorative coin that they 
are accompanying their order with money orders and certified and personal checks. 

The commission policy is to file each request in the order in which received and when the coins are 
minted, after President Roosevelt signs the bill, orders will be filled accordingly. 


4 An Illustrated History of U.S. Commemorative Coinage, Don Taxay, Published by Arco Publishing Company, Inc, New 
York, 1967, p. 226. 


The price per coin will be fixed by the commission when it meets in the senate caucus room Harrisburg, 
June30th. At that time it will also be determined how many coins will be allotted to each individual. This is 
done to eliminate any possibility of one or more collectors securing a ‘corner’ on the coins for the purpose 
of ‘boosting the price’ after the coins are minted. 


THE CITIZENS TRUST COMPANY 
GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


. S, C. Burger, 
o/o Keith Burger, 


Gettysburg, 


(87.75 ANNIVERSARY St) 
Nal BATTLE &f GETTYSBU! i} | 
“ 1938 2 


Three coin holder and envelope courtesy of CommemDude. 


, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
ear Sir. = 7 


-_ 
The Pennsylvania state commission will heme sale and distribution of 
the Gettysburg commemorative half-dollars, <— 


The price is $1.65 per coin. We do not hagg order blanks and there will 
he no C, O. D. shipments. 


The commission has requested 20,000 coins from the Philadelphia mint, 
15,000 from the Denver mint and 15,000 from the San Francisco mint. 


__ We will deliver coins as soon as they are minted which we hope will be 
within several months. We are accepting orders. 


Pennsylvania State Commission, 


Paul L. Roy, Executive Secretary. 


You have ordered_...-............ coins. 


We acknowledge receipt of $2... from you. 


Courtesy of The Commemorative Trail, Late Summer 1988, p. 22. 


The price per coin will be fixed by the commission when it meets in the senate caucus room Harrisburg, 
June30th. At that time it will also be determined how many coins will be allotted to each individual. This is 
done to eliminate any possibility of one or more collectors securing a ‘corner’ on the coins for the purpose 
of ‘boosting the price’ after the coins are minted. 


Wide Distribution 

The commission chairman, Senator John S. Rice, said ‘We are anxious to serve amateur collectors 
who request one or two coins. We will do everything within our power to properly distribute the coins over 
the widest areas.’ 

Approximately 250 coins have been ordered by Gettysburgians and Adams Countians. 

To receive a coin individuals must write a letter to the Pennsylvania State Commission, Gettysburg, 
Pa., indicating the number of coins they wish and from which mint. Philadelphia, San Francisco or Denver 
(all were minted in Philly-LG). 

Each letter will be filed and when the coins are minted the order will be filled.” 

“Blue, Gray Meet in Design for Coin 

The Blue and the Gray are having a rendezvous at the studio of Sculptor Frank Vittor; these days. 

For the design which won Vittor the state competition for a suitable commemorative half-dollar for the 
seventy-fifth Anniversary of the battle of Gettysburg, depicts the union of the two. Side by side on the 
plaster plaque, the kindly countenances of a veteran from the North and a veteran from the South alike 
face the world. 

Fifty thousand of these half-dollars will be minted and issued to be sold by the Pennsylvania State 
Commission, according to Mr. Vittor. 


Finishing Plaque 

Frank Vittor, prominent local sculptor, won the competition over 48 applicants. He is finishing the 
preliminary plaque which must be approved by the State Art Commission, the Federal Art Commission, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Vittor expects to finish the model within the next two weeks. 

Original plans were to have a veteran from the North and one veteran from the South pose for the artist 
to get the general characteristics of each—for it is against the law to do an actual life-like portrait, unless it 
be of a definite person. 


Rivalry for Honor 

But there were difficulties in transporting a veteran from the South—and difficulties in choosing one, 
when each Southern city desired her ‘native son’ to be selected! 

So the sculptor generalized on the southern veteran. 

James P. Sankey, who served in Company K, of the 100th Pennsylvania Volunteer Roundheads, 
posed for the sculptor’s preliminary sketch of the northern soldier. 

Mr. Sankey lives in Crafton (Crafton is a borough in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, United States, 
west of downtown Pittsburgh. LG) and he claims: 


Only Two Left 
‘If | live until the third of next month, I'll be 90 years old.’ 
His regiment had a reunion last year. There were only two left. 
His wife died four years ago. 
Mr. Vittor recently completed the four large bas-reliefs now decorating the entrance pylons of the 
Westinghouse Memorial Bridge. 
The commemorative coin seeks to unite the surviving veterans of the two armies, which clashed at the 


battle of Gettysburg in 1863. Coins will be sold by the Pennsylvania State Commission at $1.65 each.”6 


5 The Gettysburg Times, More than 6,000 Commemorative coins ordered; Pennsylvania State Commission Office here 
‘Swamped’ with Ooders; two requests from Honolulu, Wednesday Evening, June 17, 1936. 
6 The Star and Sentinel, Gettysburg, PA., April 17, 1937. 


James P. Sankey. . . He served with the Roundheads. Mr. Sankey, 


B G feet 
Union veteran of the Civil War, and Sculptor Frank Vittor, who is 
: lue, my Meet using him for a model for the commemorative half-dollar to be 
@ . 
In Design for Coin 


minted in memory of the Battle of Gettysburg. Mr. Sankey, in his 
ninetieth year, lives in Crafton, served with the famed 
Pennsylvania Roundheads. Courtesy of pennlive.com 


The commemorative coin seeks to unite the surviving 
veterans of the two armies, which clashed at the battle of 
Gettysburg in 1863. Coins will be sold by the 


Pennsylvania State Commission at $1.65 each.”” 


“James Sankey is Only Living Man to Pose for Coin 
Issued by U. S. 

Pittsburgh’s Variety Club will pay special honor tonight 
to the rapidly thinning line of ‘Boys in Blue’. . . the 
soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Among the guests present will be James Power 
Sankey, 91, the only living person who ever posed for a 
U. S. coin. 

He is the Union soldier whose profile appears with that 
of a Confederate on the commemorative ‘Battle of 
Gettysburg’ half-dollar, which Sculptor Frank Vittor 
designed for the 75th reunion celebration planned at 
Gettysburg this year. 


Coins to be Distributed 

Fifty thousand of the Sankey coins will be distributed 
this month at $1.65 each to collectors and souvenir 
lovers. Seven hundreds of the coins have been ordered 
by Allegheny County. 
: In selecting Mr. Sankey, Sculptor Vittor sent artists 
about the county: When one visited Mr. San ey’s home, he was taking his afternoon nap. 

‘| wouldn’t waken him for anything,’ his daughter, Mrs. T. W. Henderson, of 214 Noble Ave., of Grafton, 
said. ‘But | gave the young artist a picture, and he waited until father got up.’ 

Mr. Vittor then visited Mr. Sankey and asked him to sit for the half-dollar. 
Almost as spry as ever, Veteran Sankey will have a busy week. In addition to the banquet tonight at the 
William Penn Hotel, he will attend a similar dinner Thursday noon by the Kiwanis Club at the Fort Pitt 
Hotel, and Memorial Day, as the last Union veteran in the Chartiers Valley, he will go first to the cemetery, 
then to a banquet given by the Carnegie Woman's Club. 


Joined Army at 16 

At 16, he joined the One Hundredth Pennsylvania Regulars, the famed ‘Roundhead Regiment(— 
unknown to his father, a major in the Union Army. 

He had to stand on tip-toe to pass the heighth (sic) test. 

He saw front line service at the battles of the Wilderness, Cole Harbor, North Anne River and 
Spotsylvania, and was at Appommatox (sic) Court House when Lee surrendered. 

He didn’t get a scratch—but has been hit by autos five times since, and once, when ‘sprinting’ for a 
street car last winter, he fell and broke his arm. It prevented his attendance to receive the Distinguished 
Service Medal given him by the Frank R. Kirk Post, American Legion, for attending Memorial services at 
Chartiers Cemetery half a century. His daughter accepted the honor by proxy. 


Is Movie Fan 
He was a railroad man before he retired many years ago. Mr. Sankey sees movies every day except 
Sunday, when he goes to church. 


7 The Star and Sentinel, Gettysburg, PA., April 17, 1937 


Boy in Blue, 91, is Model for Half-Dollar Commemorating Gettysburg Anniversary. 
Courtesy of pennlive.com. 


Veteran Sankey didn’t take part in the Battle of Gettysburg—he was too 
busy fighting the Confederates farther South. 

Sculptor Vittor did not pick a ‘candy soldier’ when he chose Veteran 
Sankey. At the battle of Fort Steadman, March, 1865, Mr. Sankey, then 18, 
alone captured two prisoners under fire. 

For the deed he was appointed regimental orderly and given an increase in 


pay.”8 


“In August 1938 it was reported in The Numismatist that Paul L. Roy had 
announced that the unsold balance of the Gettysburg coins had been turned 
over to the American Legion-Department of Pennsylvania for further 
distribution. The American Legion raised the price from $1.65 to $2.65 in the 
hope that this would make the coins appear to be rare and a good investment. 


23,100 remained unsold and were subsequently melted. . . “ 


“Paul L. Roy, executive secretary of the Pennsylvania State Commission, 


UNION VETERAN SANKEY 
Alone, he got two -rebels, sponsor of the Gettysburg seventy-fifth anniversary commemorative half 


dollar, has announced that the unsold balance of coins has been turned over 
to the Pennsylvania Department of the American Legion of Philadelphia for 


further distrubusion.”*9 


GETTYSBURG HALF-DOLLAR 
Later, his projile on this. 6 | 


8 These articles came out of a Pittsburgh newspaper, exact date unknown. Articles contributed by descendant, Jeff 
Heckler. Newspaper article at time of 75th Gettysburg Anniversary Commemorative Half Dollar Announcement, 1938. 
http://www.100thpenn.com/jamespsankeyarticles.htm. 

2 Commemorative Coins of the United States; a Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc. Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 365. 

10 The Numismatist, Commemorative Coins to be Melted, August, 1938, p. 668. 


Sepia tone photograph of a group unloading the $50,000 in commemorative half dollars for the 75th Anniversary in 1938. 
Left to right: Mr. Charles Myers, Western Maryland RR Agent; W. J. Stallsmith, Burgess; Molvin Woodring, PA State Police; 
Corp. Buckbee, PA State Police; Robert Gilbert, in truck, Express Co. employee; Betty Miller Stoner, Sec'y for anniversary 
commission; Marie Flynn Currell, Sec'y for anniversary commission; Wilbur Geiselman; Herbert Grimm, Ed. Gettysburg 
Times; Paul Roy, Gettysburg Times; Mr. Moser, Express Co. Agent; Charles Culp, Gettysburg Police. Courtesy of The 
Adams County (PA) Historical Society, Catalog Number: 2292.001. 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Dear Sir: 


The Penneyivania state cormmission will handle sale and distribution of 
the Gettysbure commemorative half-dollars. 


The price is $1.65 per coin. We do not have order blanks and there will 
be no C. O. D, shipments. 


The commission has requested 20,000 coins from the Philadelphia mint, 
15,000 from the Denver mint and 15,000 from the San Francisco mint. 


Coins will be delivered as soon as they are received from the mint 
Pennsylvania State Comanission, 
Paul L. Roy, Executive Sceretary. 
You have ordered of coins. 
We acknowledge receipt of S “fs Ys from you, 


The original order acknowledgement card for three pieces. Courtesy Stacks Bowers Galleries. 


Here are some seldom seen 
examples of Gettysburg 
paperwork - confirmation 
card and packing invoice. 
The letterhead of the PA 
State Commission is not 
only impressive, but 
highly prized for its 
artistic merit. It's 
really a shame more of 
this type of material 
wasn't kept as it adds 

a new meaning to any 
collection. Courtesy of 
Charlie Boyd {LM-19, AL) 
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Pennsytvania State Commission 


Heaiquarert 
HOTEL GETTYSBURG 
Geetpiburg, Pennaylvanie 


SENATOR Jonn S. Race, CHAIRMAN 

Ds. HENRY W. A. Hanson 

ADJUTANT GENERAL FREDERICK B. Kean 
Cotoner Vicror C. MATHER 


Fanenat Comminmen 

HON. Georce H, Daan, UTAH 
sc erTartT OF War 

How, HUGH L. Write 
COVEEMOD OF MeeeeieniFre 


How. Joserx F, Gurrey 
U. 8. SEWATOR, PEWMETLVAMIA 


GERALD P, O*NEILL P. L Ror 
Hom. WILLIAM A. Sctutapen Port tt sg thoy See eivaiad 
GutmaAn EDwann C. Sxarnrow SE nena tie wea 
Edgar P. Crouse, 
—____514 East 201 St., 
New York City, N. Y. 
Enclosed please find two Gettysburg 


commemorative coins as per your order. 


If you wish additional coins please notify 
us at once and enclose remittance at the rate of 


$1.65 per coin. 


Pennsylvania State Commission 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Dear Sir: 


The Pennsylvania state commission will handle sale and distribution af 
the ‘Gettysburg commemorative hal{-dollars. 


The price is $1.65 per coin. We do not have order blanks and there will 
be no C, 8. D. shipments. 


The commission has requested 20,000 coins from the Philadelphia mint, 
15,000 from the Denver mint and 15,000 from the San Francisco mint. 


We will deliver coins as soon as they are minted which we hope will be 
within several months. We are accepting orders. 


Pennsylvania State Commission, 
etary. 


A 
from you. 7 WA 


Paul L, Roy, Executiv 


cS 
sr 
You have ordered ao 


To, 
— if ‘ 
We acknowledge receipt of $———-.— 


: 


Courtesy of The Commemorative Trail, Winter/Spring 1987, p.19. 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: “The 1930s were, supposedly, years of peace and dedication to peaceful 
pursuits. Authorizations for new commemorative coins were terminated before the shadow of military 
events in Europe began to fall on America. Because of American desires to avoid art of military nature 
and to exclude all recent events from the commemorative coinage, save expositions and an occasional 
amazing construction such as the Bay Bridge, few U.S. commemorative half dollars of this period are 
military in theme, and the exceptions all honor ideas or events in the Civil War. The Revolutionary War is 
hinted at in the Lexington-Concord and Vermont coins, but the Spanish-American War and the First 
World War were too recent to win places in the repertory of the 1920s or 1930s. 

In the half dollar of 1936 honoring the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, Frank Vittor can be 
praised for good, controlled use of space on obverse and reverse. Jugate busts of a Union and a 
Confederate soldier present convincing types, timeless in advancing age, that avoid the modern triteness 
of Howard K. Weinman’s early Dutch settler and Indian on the commemorative coin for Long Island. A 
double-axed fasces, no doubt the influence of the monumental panel on some war memorial, divides the 
Union and Confederate shields on the reverse. Oak and laurel sprays of peace and war give a vibrant 
bedding for these shields (fig. 222). Fasces, shields, and wreaths such as these were a stoke-in-trade of 
monuments commissioned by the U.S. government in the 1930s. 

The relief of the reverse and the sculptural variations | busts, rim, and lettering on the obverse are 
sufficiently resonant and more than adequately pitched in directness and subtlety of conception. In many 
respects this coin is one of the most ‘American’ of our commemorative creations, manifesting the finest of 


the new government, or ‘post office.’ Art of the Roosevelt era.”10 


10 Numismatic Art in America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 178-179. 


Congressional Authorization Act 


[PusLic—No. 690—74TH Conerzss] 
(H. R. 11533] 


AN ACT 


To authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in commemo- 
ration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, 
there shall be coined at a mint of the United States to be designated 
by the Director of the Mint not to exceed fifty thousand silver 50- 
cent pieces of standard size, weight, and composition and of a special 
appropriate single design to be fixed by the Director of the Mint 
with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, but the Unite 
States shall not be subject to the expense of making the necessary 
dies and other preparations for this coinage. 

Src. 2. The coins herein authorized shall bear the date 1936, irre- 
spective of the year in which they are minted or issued, shall be legal 
tender in any payment to the amount of their face value, and shall be 
issued only upon the request of a committee of not less than eight 
persons duly authorized by the Governor of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, upon payment by it of the par value of such coins, but not 
less than twenty-five thousand auch coins shall be issued to it at 
any one time and no such coins shall be issued after the expiration of 
one year after the date of the enactment of this Act. Such coins 
may be disposed of at par or at a premium by such committee, and 
the net proceeds shall fe used by it in defraying the expenses inci- 
dental and appropriate to the commemoration of such event. 

Sec. 3. All ewe now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins 
of the United States and the coining or striking of the same, regu- 
lating and guarding the process of coinage, providing for the pur- 
chase of material, and for the transportation, distribution, and 
redemption of coins, for the prevention of debasement or counter- 
feiting, for the security of the coins, or for any other purposes, 
whether such laws are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, 
apply to the coinage herein authorized. 

Approved, June 16, 1936. 
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Courtesy of the U.S. Mint. 


